ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

The question is sometimes asked whether
it is best to have social investigations made by
the government or by private committees or
commissions. Both forms are clearly desir-
able; both have their special advantages.
Many investigations, as for example, one into
the workings of the great corporations in the
United States or immigration or the spread of
tuberculosis or pauperism must, to be success-
ful, be made on so large a scale and involve
the expenditure of so much money, that these
studies can usually best be carried on by the
government. Moreover, in some of these
investigations it is desirable to ascertain what
some people might wish to conceal. It may
therefore be desirable to examine witnesses
under oath, to have the power to compel the
production of books and papers and accounts.
F6r investigations of that type the govern-
ment is clearly best fitted.

On the other hand, we know that govern-
mental investigations are sometimes influenced
by political pressure, by the desire to secure
partisan advantage, although that is rarely the
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